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PROPOSAL FOR A GRADUATE M.A. PROGRAM IN LATIN AMERICAN AND 
BORDER STUDIES   (Proposed Implementation Date: Fall 2010) 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SUMMARY 

Latin American Studies has a long history at New Mexico State University.   Courses in Latin 
American Studies have been offered since the early 1970s and the field has grown steadily since 
then with the creation of a Center for Latin American Studies, an increase in the number Latin 
Americanist faculty and in the library collections.  In 1979 the Center for Latin American Studies 
was founded as a unit of the College of Arts and Sciences with funding from the Nason Family 
Foundation and from NMSU.  During the 1980’s the Center began collaboration with the Latin 
American program at the University of New Mexico and the two centers were awarded a Title VI 
grant from the US Department of Education in 1988. The Center is located at the Nason House 
and would administer the proposed M.A., which would be housed in the College of Arts and 
Sciences.  The Center’s library has built a collection that is comprised of more than 1,600 
volumes, many of which are rare and unique items relating to Mexican and Central American 
history.  

In 1986, the undergraduate supplementary major in Latin American Studies was established and 
currently has 23 students.   NMSU currently has 40 core faculty members in Latin American 
Studies  (Core Faculty is defined as professors who teach at least 25% course content on Latin 
America) (Appendix I). During the 2008-9 academic year 28 undergraduate and 30 graduate 
courses were offered in the field.  

In 2001, the Center for Latin American Studies became the Center for Latin American and 
Border Studies to create a greater synergy between the historically important field of Latin 
American Studies and the emerging emphasis on Border Studies.   In 2005 New Mexico State 
University created the Border Research Cluster which is housed at the Center for Latin American 
and Border Studies. This cluster supports interdisciplinary research in the field of health, 
education, development and politics on the US-Mexico border.    

In 2005, New Mexico State University also established the NMSU-Chihuahua Office in 
Chihuahua to foster greater collaboration with colleagues in Northern Mexico on both academic 
and economic development projects. 

Over the past five years, there has been a significant increase in the number of activities for both 
the university community and the broader community at the Center for Latin American and 
Border Studies.    The Center has held numerous lecture series and workshops (see Appendix K).   
A graduate program at the Center would allow students to more fully take advantage of existing 
activities in support of a coherent program of study. 
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The Center also collaborates actively with other NMSU units, such as the International Relations 
Institute, the Center for International and U.S.-Mexico Border Programs and the Confucius 
Institute. 

The focus on Latin American Studies at NMSU forms part of a broader historical trend.  In the 
United States, greater institutional support for Latin American Studies emerged in conjunction 
with government goals of promoting both global integration and national security.   The 
Department of Education began to support many of these centers in 1958 with the express aim of 
ensuring “trained manpower of sufficient quality and quantity to meet the national defense needs 
of the United States.”   

Following the end of the Cold War in 1991, the U.S. and Latin America face new demands in 
numerous areas – including national security – that require greater cooperation.  Yet many 
scholars and observers of the region label the U.S. attitude toward Latin America one of 
“neglect.”     An M.A. in Latin American Studies and Border will help to foster greater cultural 
understanding and hence a climate that will help to address issues of common concern ranging 
from immigration to national security to environmental safety. 

The existing resources, faculty and collaborative relationships offer a strong foundation for the 
creation of an M.A. in Latin American and Border Studies. 

The letters of support (included in Appendix D) and student and employer surveys echo the need 
for a graduate program in Latin American and Border Studies. 

  

A.PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM 

1. Primary purposes 

The primary purposes in establishing the M.A. degree in Latin American and Border Studies are 
the following: 

-To meet the needs of employers in New Mexico by providing advanced training for students in 
the areas of economic development, environmental protection, inter-governmental relations, 
health and education as they relate to Latin America and the U.S. Mexico Border (this would 
include work in agencies such as the U.S. State Department, the Border Patrol, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Pan-American Health Organization, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration) 

-To train students for careers related to Latin America and the U.S. – Mexico Border in 
economic development, environmental protection, inter-governmental relations, health and 
education. 
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- To train students in the study of Latin American issues through a variety of disciplinary 
approaches that will provide them with a wide range of skills for understanding Latin America 
and the U.S.-Mexico Border 

-To give students an understanding of and exposure to Latin American cultures in order to 
develop their cultural sensitivity in a way that will have a life-long impact on their careers. 
 
-To use NMSU’s advantageous location 50 miles from the US-Mexico border to give students 
hands-on experience and professional training that will enable them to promote sustainable 
economic and community development. 
 
-To train students to understand Latin American and US-Mexico border issues in a global 
context. 
 

-To promote interdisciplinary collaboration among faculty from different departments. 

 

2.   Consistency With Role and Scope of NMSU 

The development of an M.A. in Latin American and Border Studies is consistent with the land 
grant role and mission of New Mexico State University and is consistent with the missions of 
NMSU, of the NMSU College of Arts and Sciences, and the Center for Latin American and 
Border Studies.   

 As a Hispanic-serving and Research-Extensive university, NMSU serves “the educational needs 
of New Mexico’s diverse population through comprehensive programs of education, research, 
extension education and public service.”     

The program will contribute to the Mission of the College of Arts and Sciences by providing 
“liberal and practical education for all NMSU students in order to enhance the quality of their 
lives and their careers;” sustaining “programs of research and creative endeavors in the arts, the 
humanities, the sciences, and the social sciences in order to advance knowledge and 
understanding, to maintain a strong educational program, and to improve the quality of life;” and 
providing  “service to the community and the state in order to enhance the quality of life and to 
improve the cultural and educational opportunities of the people of New Mexico.” 

This program contributes to the mission of the Center for Latin American and Border Studies: 
“to promote excellence in teaching, research and community outreach on issues concerning Latin 
America, the US-Mexico border and border studies in general.”  

The proposed program would be one of only two Latin American Studies Masters degrees that 
includes a border concentration (the other being the MA at UTEP). 
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By taking advantage of the university’s privileged location in relation to Latin America, the 
proposed major will contribute to the “Living the Vision” goal of converting NMSU into a 
premier university by the year 2020 by adding a new graduate academic program intended to 
attract competitive students, and creating a program with an international dimension that builds 
on existing strengths within the university, as well as strengths that are unique to NMSU given 
its border location. 

In particular, our proposed graduate program will foster Living the Vision goals 1 and 4: 

-to be nationally and internationally recognized for its academic programs at all levels – in 
particular, as one of the few programs focusing on the border we would attract well-qualified 
international and out-of –state students  (goal 1), and sending graduate students for thesis 
research and internships to Latin America. 

-to serve as an engine for economic, social, educational and community development in New 
Mexico – in particular through the concentration area titled  “Environment and Development on 
the U.S. Mexico Border” (further described in Section F) 

In addition, this program would contribute to NMSU’s adoption of the Boyer Model of 
recognizing different types of scholarship in decisions relating to promotion and tenure.  In 
particular, this interdisciplinary approach would reflect the scholarship of integration.   The 
border component would facilitate faculty pursuit of the scholarship of engagement. 

 

3. Institutional Priority of the Proposed Program 

The following decisions made by the leadership of New Mexico State University are cited as 
evidence of institutional commitment to Latin American and Border Studies: 

-ongoing yearly funding from the College of Arts and Sciences for the Center for Latin 
American and Border Studies 

-establishment in 2005 of the border research cluster as one of five strategic research areas for 
NMSU which has been housed at the Center for Latin American and Border Studies 

-NMSU’s presence in Latin America through its office in Chihuahua (NMSU-Chihuahua 
Office).  This office was established in 2005 and provides direct assistance to faculty and 
students in collaborating with colleagues in Chihuahua and other parts of Mexico, including a 
multi-year project to support indigenous peoples in the Sierra Tarahumara region. 

- Student and faculty exchange agreements signed with several Latin American universities 
including the Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social (CIESAS) 
in Chiapas, Mexico,   Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua, Univeridad Autónoma de Ciudad 
Juarez,  El Colegio de la Frontera Norte; the Universidad Autonoma de Yucatán  and the 
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Universidade Federal de São João del Rei in Minas Gerais, Brazil, and an agreement currently 
being negotiated with the Universidad de Lima, Peru.   

-the Graduate School approved the reinstatement of a Graduate Minor in Latin American Studies 
(12 credits) that will be housed at the Center for Latin American and Border Studies. 

The aforementioned evidence of NMSU support for Latin American and Border Studies, in 
particular the connections with Latin American and Border universities, demonstrates that this 
proposed M.A. is an institutional priority for NMSU. 

 

4.  Curriculum for the Proposed Program 

The program’s requirements will be consistent with those of other M.A. degrees in social 
sciences and humanities.    A full description of the characteristics appears in Section F: Quality 
of Program. 

 

B. JUSTIFICATION FOR THE PROGRAM 

1.Need  

 

Employment 

-The following letters of support demonstrate the need for graduates of our proposed program in 
Latin American and Border Studies.  [See Appendix D]    Here are some quotes from the letters 
of support: 

 -The Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las Cruces states: “The employment market will have 
quality, skilled individuals in areas of health, economic development, international trades, and 
environmental and cultural comprehension.”     

-The Colonias Development Council states: “Graduates from the proposed Latin American and 
Border Studies program will definitely receive the breadth of training and hands-on experience 
necessary to pursue professional fields in community and economic development.” 

-The Pan American Health Organization states: “This program will serve the needs of the state, 
the nation and the hemisphere by providing advanced education on topics of great importance to 
public health, particularly the culture and society of Latin America and social and environmental 
issues in the border region.   Given NMSU’s border location and the high degree of integration 
between the US and Latin America, I believe that the proposed degree will take advantage of our 
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unique opportunities to train students to become effective leaders in many fields, including 
public health.” 

-Students graduating from the program could expect to work in the following sectors: economic 
development, environmental protection, inter-governmental relations, health and education. 

-From our student survey of NMSU undergraduates, those who showed a high level of interest in 
the program planned to eventually seek employment in teaching, non-profit community 
organizations, border journalism, the U.S. State Department, the Border Patrol, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Pan-American Health Organization, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 

-This type of program has shown success in placing graduates in a variety of careers.   For 
example, the M.A. program in Latin American Studies at the University of New Mexico has 
recorded the following placements since 2004 

Own business 2 
Ph.d  15 
K-12 Teacher 9 
Non-profit 11 
For-profit business 5 
Legal Career 11 
Educational Administration 2 
Federal Government 2 
Local Government 2 
Museum 2 
Unknown 12 
 

 

 

Student Interest 

-Enrollments at both the undergraduate and graduate level in courses on Latin American and 
Border Studies demonstrate a strong interest in these fields at NMSU 

Between Fall 2006 and Fall 2008, enrollment in undergraduate Latin American Studies 
courses has numbered 1,429, averaging 250 to 300 per semester.  

Between Spring 2005 and Fall 2008, 944 graduate students have taken classes that 
correspond to the two concentrations of our MA proposal (511 in classes we have listed 
under “Environment and Development on the US-Mexico Border,” and 423 in “Culture, 
Politics and Society in Latin America”).  
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There are currently 23 students enrolled in the undergraduate Supplementary Major in 
Latin American Studies. 

-Out of a survey of 210 undergraduate students, 43 indicated a very strong interest in enrolling in 
this program. 

-Some of the student comments on the survey include:  
 
-“I would definitely be interested in this”  
-“I believe it's a great idea. I am pursuing a supplementary major in Latin American Studies 
adding Border Studies to it would be wonderful.”   
-“Sounds like a great program with great ideas and potential.” 
  

Our data confirms the high level of interest already expressed by student and faculty regarding 
the desirability of a program in Border Studies at NMSU.   The Report on the National 
Endowment for the Humanities Speaker Series submitted on January 5, 2006 by Dr. Anne 
Hubbell of the Department of Communication Studies demonstrated that over 80% of 
respondents at each of the 8 presentations answered “Yes” to the question “Do you think NMSU 
should have a degree program in Border Studies?”   

 

Contribution To Improved Relations with Latin America 

Economic integration between the U.S. and Latin America has increased dramatically in the past 
decade creating new possibilities for commerce, investment and cooperation.    The latest U.S. 
census showed that Hispanics now constitute the largest minority in the United States.   These 
immigrants both maintain cultural and economic ties to their countries of origin, and have 
become an important force in United States politics.     Hence an education on Latin American 
culture increasingly contributes to an understanding of key issues and trends within American 
society. 

Environmental problems do not respect borders.  The growing urgency of resolving 
environmental problems means that there is a need for greater cooperation between Latin 
America and the United States.   With its location near the U.S. –Mexico Border, NMSU is 
uniquely placed to address such problems. 

The possibilities of building on these developments and on the significant democratic advances 
of the 1980s and 1990s in Latin America are being challenged by persistent and rising inequality, 
organized crime and violence. These problems are directly relevant to the United States, as 
manifested in the link between growing poverty and migration. Our program will provide 
students with the necessary knowledge, skills and experience to address the many challenges that 
today face communities in Latin America and the US-Mexico border region. It is urgent that 
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policy makers, the media, non-governmental organizations, educators, businesses and the general 
public gain a deeper appreciation of the connections between Latin America, the US and the rest 
of the world and our program will provide specific, localized understanding within a global and 
comparative context. 

In his speech at NMSU on April 16, 2008, Governor Bill Richardson spoke of the need to 
reorient U.S. foreign policy toward Latin America when he stated: “If our Latin America policy 
starts with a wall between nations, that policy will quickly collapse into rubble. Talking about 
walls is wrong. Working to cooperate is right.” He made a further call for cooperation by stating 
that “we must not neglect our own hemisphere.” 

Despite the increasingly strong ties between the two regions, the United States has historically 
neglected Latin America, turning more attention to the region only at times of crisis that posed a 
threat to U.S. interests and security.   This continues to be the case today, as the U.S. focuses on 
a “war on terror” that is being waged primarily in Asia, Africa and the Middle East.   

As a long-term strategy for strengthening global integration in a changing world, the United 
States needs to forge closer ties with its neighbors to the South.   Historically, Centers for Latin 
American Studies have played the role of strengthening these ties by educating a cohort of U.S. 
students with an expertise in the region’s cultures and languages. 

The proposed Master of Arts graduate major would follow in this historic mission, with special 
attention to the need to prepare students to function in an increasingly globalized world.   The 
program of study will allow students to develop an expertise in Latin America and the Border 
while placing this region within the context of an increasingly globalized world. 

In recent years, critics of Area Studies programs have argued that focusing on a world region 
does not produce scholarship that can be evaluated within the general paradigms of academic 
disciplines. Against this criticism, we believe that Area Studies can and do produce fine-grained 
analyses of particular problems through the lens of a more culturally and geographically 
informed approach. Detailed knowledge of specific places, peoples and processes is vital for our 
understanding of how broader changes are manifested at the local level. Graduate programs are 
needed to prepare students to work in diverse and changing environments through language and 
cultural competencies that cannot be gained solely from their academic discipline. 

Students must also be more familiar with theoretical and empirical work being produced in Latin 
America itself. The region has produced many significant contributions to social and economic 
analysis (for example, post-colonial theory and dependency theory) which have challenged 
Eurocentric assumptions regarding modernity and development. Significantly, little of this work 
is translated into English and remains unknown to too many scholars and students. Our program 
would directly address this problem by encouraging greater awareness of Latin American social 
sciences and humanities, and library acquisition of important and representative work in the 
region. For each of these reasons, a concentrated focus on Latin America and the border remains 
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important for understanding and addressing the many social, political and economic challenges 
facing the hemisphere, while opening up new areas of knowledge and scholarship. 

A second criticism of Area Studies argues that world regions cannot be seen as isolated or 
bounded entities that exist independently of global connections and processes. Despite the 
importance of place and regional specificity, we agree with this criticism and will seek to address 
this potential limitation by studying Latin America and the border through concepts and theories 
that emphasize the connections and mutual influences between the region and the rest of the 
world. Our proposal is to offer students a strong understanding of the region’s history and current 
challenges, and to help them place the region in a global perspective by taking at least one course 
with a more global or comparative scope. In this regard, our program will adopt a different 
approach to that used by most Area Studies programs in the United States. 

Despite these criticisms, the number of Latin American Studies programs at U.S. universities has 
been growing and currently stands at over 130, many of which include the study of Spain, 
Portugal, the Caribbean or the Latino populations in the US. Few programs include coursework 
on the US-Mexico border and border studies more generally. 

2. Duplication 

Within New Mexico the proposed MA will be unique in  

- taking advantage of the border location and related research and service-learning 
opportunities 

- offering an interdisciplinary core seminar 

- ensuring a global and comparative context for the study of Latin America and the Border 

- attracting students from beyond the traditional humanities/social sciences focus of most 
Area Studies Programs  

- offering two broad areas of specialization: I) Environment and Development on the U.S.- 
Mexico Border; (ii)  Culture, Politics and Society in Latin America 

The program will take advantage of the university’s existing strengths: its many ties to 
universities and public institutions in northern Mexico, its large Hispanic student population, and 
the extensive number of faculty engaged in Latin American and border research.  Both in terms 
of location (the border region) and history (historic ties of the region to Latin America), we are 
well placed to offer a unique MA program that will equip students for a variety of careers in 
education, public service, international business, diplomacy, tourism, non-government 
organizations, media and inter-American relations. 

As the Director of the Latin American and Iberian Institute at the University of New Mexico 
states “The Center for Latin American and Border Studies has gone to considerable lengths to 



13 
 

 
 

design an M.A. program that is complementary rather than competitive in relation to the graduate 
degrees in Latin American Studies that are offered by UNM.  There is minimal overlap in the 
proposed curriculum.” (See letter in Appendix D). 

Of NMSU’s eighteen peer institutions, only three other universities offer MA degrees in Latin 
American Studies: University of Texas-El Paso, University of Arizona and University of New 
Mexico. The program at UNM is well established and draws on the strengths of a large number 
of faculty and departments. The breadth of coverage at UNM allows students to choose among as 
many as fifteen concentration areas as well as offering several dual degree programs. While this 
range of possibilities allows for greater student choice, our proposed Masters degree seeks to 
create new interdisciplinary dialogues among faculty and students though a smaller number of 
concentrations. We do not propose any dual degree programs, preferring instead to focus our 
efforts on a single MA in Latin American and Border Studies.  

Our proposed MA will therefore differ from the program at UNM in three main ways: (i) the 
offering of an interdisciplinary core seminar in Latin American and Border Studies for all 
students enrolled in the program; (ii) the offering of two areas of concentration that differ in 
content from similar concentrations at UNM (see below for comparisons); and (iii) inclusion of 
course work to provide global and comparative contexts for the study of Latin America and the 
US-Mexico border.  

Students following either of the two tracks at NMSU would construct a program of study that 
differs from that of UNM.   The proposed MA degree at NMSU will instead offer two 
interdisciplinary concentrations: (i) Environment and Development on the U.S.-Mexico Border; 
and  (ii) Culture, Politics and Society. The following comparisons reveal only minimal overlap 
with the concentrations offered at UNM.  

Concentration I: Environment and Development on the U.S.-Mexico Border 

The proposed NMSU concentration in Environment and Development on the U.S.-Mexico 
Border differs significantly from the Southwest Studies concentration offered in the UNM 
program. Of 17 courses in our proposed border studies concentration, only 5 are similar to 
courses offered in UNM’s concentration. NMSU’s offerings in border studies in Criminal 
Justice, Geography, Government, Sociology and Women’s Studies are totally different, while 
offerings in History and Spanish have similar and different courses. UNM’s concentration in 
Southwest Studies also includes many courses on Latinos in the US, whereas the NMSU 
proposal does not include these courses. The following table compares the courses offered by 
each concentration: 
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NMSU proposal:  

Environment and Development on the US-
Mexico Border concentration 

UNM – MA in Latin American 
Studies (continued): Closest 
equivalent courses offered Similar 
courses in the Southwest Studies 
concentration 

Anth 510 Southwestern Anthropology Anth 537 Seminar: Southwestern 
Ethnology 

Anth 516 Adv. Archaeology of the American 
Southwest 

Anth 576 Seminar: Southwestern 
Archaeology 

CJ 451 Border Violence and Justice  

Geog 461 US-Mexico Border Development  

Govt 517 Social Justice on the Border  

Govt 578 US-Mexico Border Politics  

MPH 569 US-Mexico Border Health Issues PH 579 New Mexico Border Health 

Hist 511 Making the American West  

Hist 512 American Southwest to 1900  

Hist 518 From Wild West to Atomic West  

Hist 558 History of the US-Mexico Border Hist 644 US-Mexico Borderlands 

Hist 590 Reading Seminar: Border, Boundaries 
and Frontiers 

 

Nurs 544 Cross-Cultural Approaches to 
Border/Rural Community Mental Health 

 

Soc 579 Adv Sociological Perspectives on US-
Mexico Border 

 

Span 552 Adv Study of the Cultures of the 
Camino Real/Paso del Norte 

 

Span 569 Adv Study in Literatura de la Frontera  
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NMSU proposal:  

Environment and Development on the US-
Mexico Border concentration  

UNM – MA in Latin American 
Studies (continued): 

Closest equivalent courses offered 
Similar courses in the Southwest 
Studies concentration  

Span 593 Adv Study in Southwest Spanish   Span 547 Seminar in Southwest 
Spanish 

WS 554 Adv Issues in Women Crossing Borders  

WS 568 Adv Issues in History of Women in the 
American West 

 

 

Concentration II: Culture, Politics and Society 

When comparing the existing MA in Latin American Studies with the NMSU proposal, we find 
that the area of greatest overlap is in this concentration of Culture, Politics and Society. 
However, NMSU is proposing to offer many different courses that are not available at UNM. 
The following comparison shows that NMSU has several thematically-oriented courses in 
Anthropology, Spanish American Literature, Government and History which are not offered in 
UNM’s MA in Latin American Studies. 

Anthropology:  

The Anthropology department at UNM is one of the strongest in the US and has broad coverage 
of Mesoamerica, South America and the Southwestern United States. UNM has more courses of 
a theoretical nature that are particularly well-suited for doctoral students.  

The MA in Latin American Studies at UNM offers several courses with a broad content. For 
example: Anth 532 Indigenous Peoples of South America; Anth 543 Latin American Cultures 
and Societies; Anth 584 Peoples of Mexico; Anth 587 Peoples and Cultures of the Circum-
Caribbean.  

NMSU, in contrast, has several offerings which are more focused on a particular theme, such as 
the impact of the Spanish Conquest (Anth 526), Religion (Anth 532), Gender (Anth 533), 
Development (Anth 536), Sustainability (Anth 538), Foodways (Anth 539), and Peruvian 
Cultures (Anth 559). At UNM, a more thematic course that NMSU does not offer is Anth 539 
Human Rights in Anthropology. In addition, NMSU offers a separate course on conducting field 
work in Latin America (Anth 587). 
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In this way, the two programs overlap in some archaeology classes, but complement each other 
in the fact that NMSU has more thematically-oriented courses and UNM has more general 
courses. 

Spanish American Literature: 

In our proposal, NMSU will offer 22 graduate courses in Spanish American Literature. Only five 
of these courses have direct equivalents at UNM. UNM offers 16 graduate courses in this area. 
The main difference is that UNM’s courses tend to be broader (for example, Span 431 and 432, 
the two survey classes for Latin American Literature), whereas NMSU has classes which focus 
more on a particular time period or theme (for example, Span 556: 19th Century Spanish 
American Literature; Span 521 Cuban Literature; Span 552 Literature of the Mexican 
Revolution; and Span 569 Literatura de la Frontera). NMSU has particular strengths in the 
teaching of Mexican and border literature, Cuban and Caribbean literature, as well as particular 
courses on Spanish American women writers (Span/WS 583), and Spanish American Theater 
(Span 588).  

Political Science/Government:  

UNM offers a pro-seminar in Latin American Politics (Polsc 525), equivalent to NMSU’s Govt 
571 Seminar in Latin American Politics. However, NMSU also offers several graduate classes in 
this field that are not offered in UNM’s program, such as Govt 579 Seminar in Mexican Politics, 
Govt 468 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists in Modern Latin America; and, Govt 565 Peru: from 
Incas to Inca Kola (same as Anth 459 and Hist 559). 

History: 

NMSU’s offerings in Latin American History which are not taught at UNM are: Hist 517 US 
Immigration from the Caribbean since 1868; Hist 554 Central America; Hist 570 The Cold War 
in Latin America; Hist 331 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists in Modern Latin America (same as 
Govt 468) (this has broader geographical scope than UNM’s Hist 575 Rebellion and Revolution 
in Modern Andean Nations); Hist 559 Peru: From Incas to Inca Cola (same as Anth 559 and 
Govt 565); and Hist 553 Cuba: Colony to Castro (which covers a longer period than UNM’s Hist 
655 The Cuban Revolution). 

Similarities exist in some other courses, such as Colonial Mexico, National Mexico, The 
Mexican Revolution, and Inter-American Relations. 

Art: 

Most of NMSU’s classes in Latin American Art have equivalents at UNM, except for Art 533 
Baroque Art and Architecture in Italy, Spain and Hispanic Latin America. 

Sociology: 

UNM has a larger range of classes in Sociology, whereas the NMSU course on the Sociology of 
Latino/as in the US, is not offered at the UNM MA in Latin American Studies. 
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Portuguese/Luso-Brazilian Studies: 

UNM has a larger number of graduate courses on Brazilian Literature, although NMSU offers 
special topics and independent study courses in Luso-Brazilian Studies (which may include 
literature, but also may include other fields related to Portugal, Brazil and the Portuguese 
language). 

The following table lists the NMSU offerings for the concentration “Culture, Politics and 
Society” alongside their closest equivalents at UNM where available. 

 

 

NMSU proposal: 

Culture, Politics and Society 
concentration 

UNM – MA in Latin American Studies: 

Closest equivalent courses offered 

Anth 511 Mesoamerican Anthropology Anth 522 Mesoamerican Prehistory 

(also offers Anth 524 South American 
Archaeology) 

Anth 517 Advanced Topics in 
Mesoamerican Archaeology 

Anth 522 Mesoamerican Prehistory 

Anth 526 Conquest of the New World  

Anth 532 Advanced Issues in the 
Anthropology of Religion 

 

Anth 533 Advanced Issues in Women, 
Gender and Culture 

 

Anth 536 Anthropology of Development  

Anth 538 Plants, Culture and Sustainable 
Development 

 

Anth 539 Culture and Foodways  

Anth 559 Peru: From Incas to Inca Cola  

Anth 587 Field Work in Latin America  

Art 510 Advanced Native American Art  
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NMSU proposal: 

Culture, Politics and Society 
concentration  

UNM – MA in Latin American Studies: 

Closest equivalent courses offered 

Art 520 Art and Architecture in Pre-
Columbian Mesoamerica 

Arth 343 Pre-Columbian Architecture 

Anth 511 Pre-Columbia Art: Mesoamerica 

 

 

Art 521 Pre-Columbian Art and 
Architecture of the Andes 

Arth 512 Pre-Columbia Art: South 
America 

Arth 560 Seminar in Pre-Columbian Art 

Art 533 Baroque Art and Architecture in 
Italy, Spain and Hispanic Latin America 

Arth 549 Art of Spain 

Arth 550 Spanish Colonial Art 

Art 542 Twentieth-Century Art I, 1900-
1945 

Arth 593 The Arts of Latin America 1820-
1945 

Art 543 Twentieth-Century Art II, 1945-
present 

Arth 594 The Arts of Latin America 1945-
1990 

Govt 468 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists 
in Modern Latin America (same as HIST 
331) 

 

Govt 565 Peru: from Incas to Inca Kola 
(same as ANTH 459 and HIST 559) 

 

Govt 571 Seminar in Latin American 
Politics 

Polsc 525 Pro-Seminar in Latin American 
Politics 

Govt 579 Seminar in Mexican Politics  

Govt 596 International Law  

Govt 597 International Organizations  

Hist 331 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists 
in Modern Latin America (same as Govt 
468) 
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NMSU proposal (continued): 

Culture, Politics and Society 
concentration  

 

UNM – MA in Latin American Studies 
(continued): 

Closest equivalent courses offered  

Hist 517 US Immigration from the 
Caribbean since 1868 

 

Hist 544 Special Topics in Latin American 
History 

 

Hist 550 US-Latin American Relations Hist 469 Inter-American Relations 

Hist 551 Colonial Mexico Hist 571 From Aztec to Spanish 
Domination 

Hist 552 National Mexico Hist 572 National Mexico 

Hist 553 Cuba: Colony to Castro Hist 655 The Cuban Revolution 

Hist 554 Central America  

Hist 555 Brazil Hist 576 Brazil in the Colonial Period 

Hist 577 Modern Brazil, 1822-present 

Hist 556 Argentina Hist 574 Southern South America 

Hist 557 The Mexican Revolution Hist 573 The Mexican Revolution 

Hist 559 Peru: From Incas to Inca Cola 
(same as Anth 559 and Govt 565) 

 

Hist 570 The Cold War in Latin America  

Soc 470 Sociology of Latinos/as in the 
United States 

 

Port 451 Special Topics in Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 

Port 461 Topics in Brazilian Literature 

Port 453 Independent Luso-Brazilian 
Studies 

Port 514 Topics in Luso-Brazilian 
Literature and Culture 

Span 450 Mexican Cultures  
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NMSU proposal (continued): 

Culture, Politics and Society 
concentration  

UNM – MA in Latin American Studies 
(continued):  

Closest equivalent courses offered 

Span 451 Hispanic Cultures  

Span 512 Twentieth Century Spanish-
American Poetry 

Span 433 Modern Spanish American 
Poetry 

Span 521 Advanced Cuban Literature  

Span 528 Advanced Hispanic Literature of 
the United States 

 

Span 546 Advanced Poesía Modernista Span 531 Modernist Movements in Spanish 
American Poetry 

Span 547 Advanced Hispanic Film  

Span 548 Advanced US-Hispanic Film  

Span 551 Advanced Study in Hispanic 
Cultures 

 

Span 552 Literature of the Mexican 
Revolution 

 

Span 555 Advanced Study in Spanish-
American Literature from pre-Hispanic to 
the 18th Century 

Span 536 Colonial Literature 

Span 556 Advanced 19-Century Spanish-
American Literature 

 

Span 563 Advanced Study in Mexican 
Literature 

Span 438 Mexican Literature 

Span 564 Advanced Caribbean Literature 
in Spanish 

 

Span 566 Advanced Study in Twentieth-
Century Spanish-American Novel 

 

Span 567 Advanced Study in Chicano 
Literature 
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NMSU proposal (continued): 

Culture, Politics and Society 
concentration  

UNM – MA in Latin American Studies 
(continued): 

Closest equivalent courses offered  

Span 569 Literatura de la Frontera  

Span 581 Advanced Prosa Modernista  

Span 583 Advanced Study in Spanish-
American Women Writers 

 

Span 586 Advanced Study in Twentieth-
Century Spanish-American Essay 

 

Span 587 Advanced Study in Twentieth-
Century Spanish-American Short Story 

Span 430 Spanish American Short Story 

Span 588 Advanced Study in Spanish-
American Theater of the Twentieth 
Century 

 

Span 589 Spanish Sociolinguistics Span 546 Seminar in Hispanic 
Sociolinguistics 

Span 590 Special Topics  

Span 591 Advanced Study in History of the 
Spanish Language 

Span 542 History of the Spanish Language 

Span 597 Spanish for Native Speakers: 
Advanced Teaching Strategies 

 

WS 583 Spanish-American Women 
Writers (same as Span 583) 
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3. Inter-Institutional Collaboration and Cooperation 

UNM and NMSU have a long history of collaboration. Faculty from each university have 
worked together in attracting jointly held external grants since the 1980s. During the 1990s, 
funding from the US Department of Education under its Title VI program allowed both 
universities to expand their offerings in Latin American Studies. As a result of this funding, 
NMSU was able to significantly increase its library collections on Latin America, the US-
Mexico Border and northern Mexico. NMSU and UNM have held joint workshops for graduate 
students to prepare them for field work in Latin America, as well as host guest speakers and 
organize joint programs for K-12 teachers and other outreach events. We are currently in 
conversations with the Latin American and Iberian Institute at the University of New Mexico 
about ways in which their students could take courses in our M.A. program and vice-versa.   
They have particularly expressed an interest in our offerings in the area of the U.S. Mexico 
Border. 

The program would also take advantage of distance education to establish closer connections and 
share classes with the University of New Mexico and with universities in Latin America. 

NMSU also has a long history of collaboration with colleagues at several Mexican border 
universities, including the Universidad Autónoma de Chihuahua (UACH), El Colegio de la 
Frontera Norte (COLEF), and the Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez (UACJ). We will 
continue to use these connections to recruit potential students to our MA program, as well as 
participate in joint research projects that would be of interest to our graduate students. NMSU 
also works closely with UTEP and its Center for Inter-American and Border Studies (CIBS). For 
example, in 2006, NMSU collaborated with UTEP, UACH, UACJ and COLEF in holding a four-
day international conference on borders (Lineae Terrarum), which brought over 300 scholars 
from around the world to Las Cruces, El Paso and Ciudad Juárez.  

C. CLIENTELE AND PROJECTED ENROLLMENT 

1. Clientele 

a) We anticipate interest in our M.A. program from: 

-undergraduates taking the supplementary major in Latin American Studies 

-undergraduates taking Latin American Studies and Border course 

-recent B.A. graduates who are interested in pursuing an academic career; 

-individuals already working in areas relating to Latin America and the U.S.- Mexico Border 
who wish to gain an increased knowledge of the region 

We aim to attract students beyond the traditional social science/humanities focus of most Area 
Studies programs.  We foresee students in agriculture, business, public health, social work and 
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education benefiting from our offerings in border studies and community and sustainable 
development.   

b) Admission qualifications 

-Students will be admitted once a year in the Fall (to ensure that they take LAS 501, described 
below).    

-Incoming students must be proficient in Spanish (demonstrated by having passed at least two 
upper level Spanish courses as undergraduates in the case of non-Native speakers).  

-The M.A. Program Steering Committee will receive applications and make decisions on 
admission based on the general guidelines of Graduate School.   

-Applicants will submit a copy of their transcripts, a completed application form (including 
statement of purpose), a writing sample, and three letters of recommendation.    

-Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA or alternatively satisfactory GRE scores.   

-If there are more applications than available slots, the following criteria will be used to 
determine admission:  strength of statement of purpose, strength of letters of recommendation, 
grades, language skills. 

-Foreign students admitted to the program will need to take the TOEFL or equivalent exam (the 
language requirement may be fulfilled during the first semester of study). 

c) Equitable (ethnic) representation – consistent with state goals; assure access and success 
of underrepresented. 

NMSU, designated as a Hispanic-serving institution, is favorably noted for its inclusion and 
commitment to the Hispanic population that makes up a dominant percentage of the state’s 
population.  The university is highly ranked by professional Hispanic entities.  We will rely on 
this reputation as represented in pertinent recruitment venues to assure access to Hispanic and all 
other minorities. 

In addition, the ethnic composition of students in the existing undergraduate Supplementary 
Major in Latin American Studies (9 Hispanic students out of a total of 23) suggests that 
enrollment in Latin American and Border Studies at the graduate level would attract Hispanic 
students from New Mexico and the Border Region. 

 

 

 



24 
 

 
 

2. Projected Enrollment and Student Credit Hours Generated 

The projected enrollment during the first five years of the program is indicated in the chart 
below: 

    Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

10 12 15 18 20 

 

Enrollment 
Year 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Total Head  

Count 

10 22 27 33 38 

Number of 

Student 
Hours 

Generated 

180 396 486 594 684 

Formula  

Funding 

$551.59 

99,286 218,429 268,072 327,644 377,287 

 

D. INSTITUTIONAL READINESS 

1.  Teaching faculty 

As an interdisciplinary program, our proposed M.A. draws on the existing strength of NMSU in 
the area of Latin American and Border Studies across a number of departments.    The majority 
of the courses taken by students entering the program are existing courses taught by the Core 
Faculty in Latin American and Border Studies. 

The Core Faculty in Latin American and Border Studies is made up of 40 faculty members 
spread across 16 academic departments.    Membership on the Core Faculty is based on teaching 
at least 25% of course material with Latin American content.   The Core Faculty includes faculty 
members in the following departments:   Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Business, 
Agronomy and Horticulture, Art, Biology, Business Administration, Criminal Justice, 
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Curriculum and Instruction, Geography, Government, Health Sciences, History, Languages and 
Linguistics, Library, Social Work, Sociology and Anthropology, and Theater and Dance. 

2. Sufficient library and other academic supports 

See Appendix F. 

 

3. Physical facilities adequate for the first 5 years 

The facilities currently available at Nason House are adequate to allow the Center for Latin 
American and Border Studies to achieve the program objectives.   

-The seminar room will be used to teach the Core Seminar taken by all incoming students. 

 -Students will have their mailboxes at Nason House.      

-Office space at Nason House would also be sufficient for the program’s academic coordinator. 

-Nason House could also provide office space for 4 graduate students 

-Filing space for applicants, enrolled students and graduates will be available at Nason House 

 

4. Equipment and technological resources  

- 3 computers and printers 

 

 

5. Other operating resources (such as clerical support) adequate to initiate the program  

The current staff of the Center for Latin American and Border Studies consists of an 
administrative secretary ( .5 FTE) and a Director (one course release per semester, plus pay for 
one summer month).  This level of staff support is not adequate to support the addition of a full-
time graduate program to the Center. For this reason, additional staff resources will be needed as 
follows 

 -an additional .5FTE to bring the administrative assistant up to fulltime 

 -1 course release per semester for the academic advisor 

 -an additional 1 course release per year for the director 
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E. PROJECTED COSTS OF THE PROGRAM 

1.  New Costs for Program Start-Up 

The College of Arts and Sciences has committed to supporting the research request below for 
points b) c) and d) below and is in the process of seeking funds for a) [see Memo in Appendix L] 

a)- Administrative Secretary, an additional .5 FTE to add to the existing .5FTE for this position 

b)-Library resources: $10,000 over three years (Year 1: $2,000; Year 2: $4,000; Year 3: $4,000) 

c)-1 course per semester reduction for Academic Advisor for the program (whose duties are 
described in Section F) 

d)-1 course per year reduction for the Director (who would have to be involved in recruitment, 
fund-raising, coordination among departments and colleges supporting the program) 

 

2. Other Support 

The Center’s online resource for border news and analysis, Frontera NorteSur (FNS), is currently 
supported by NMSU through the Living the Vision Performance Fund. This support began in 
June 2008 and is expected to run for at least three years. Prior to this funding, FNS has been 
supported by a variety of grants from internal and external sources. 

 

F. QUALITY OF THE PROGRAM 

1. Graduate Program Plan 

The interdisciplinary M.A. in Latin American and Border Studies will prepare students for 
careers related to Latin America and the U.S. Mexico Border.   The program will offer students 
the opportunity to apply the methods of various disciplines and integrate different forms of 
knowledge.  

Entering students will choose a primary discipline but will graduate with a broad background and 
understanding of Latin American culture by taking courses drawn from areas including  
agriculture, anthropology, archeology, art, criminal justice, economics, education, environmental 
science, geography, government, history, languages and linguistics, sociology, public health, 
nursing, social work, and women’s studies.  Students will also take a course from those listed 
under “Global Emphasis” to place their area of study within a global context.   Students will also 
be required to take a course in Portuguese that will give them reading skills in that language. 
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To ensure both interdisciplinarity and coherence, the program will offer incoming students the 
Interdisciplinary Core Seminar in Latin American and Border Studies: LAS 501 during their first 
semester in the program. This will be offered in the Fall semester of each academic year. 

The core seminar will provide students with a critical understanding of the major theoretical 
approaches, principal research methods, and current trends in Latin American Studies. During 
the Fall semester the core seminar students will develop their MA thesis proposal, with the 
guidance of the program’s academic adviser. The MA thesis will demonstrate the student’s 
ability to apply formal training in Latin American Studies toward a specific and original research 
problem.  

The program will work with other international and policy programs, including the newly formed 
International Relations Institute (IRI), the Confucius Institute and the Domenici Public Policy 
Institute. There would be common ground for collaboration with the International Relations 
Institute (IRI) on such issues as foreign relations with Latin America and economic development.    
The growing importance of relations between China and Latin America also provides fertile 
ground for joint projects such as conferences and research proposals with members of the 
Confucius Institute. The Domenici Public Policy Institute would similarly offer opportunities for 
collaborating on border policy issues.  The Masters will also create synergy with the new 
Doctorate in Economic Development, as Latin America has historically been central to both 
theoretical and practical work in the area of economics.    

The program would take advantage of distance education capabilities at the university to 
establish closer links and share classes with the University of New Mexico and with universities 
in Latin America. 

The program will offer 2 tracks: a thesis and an internship tracks.  Each will consist of 37 credits, 
including coursework in one of the following concentrations:  

i) Environment and Development on the U.S.- Mexico Border. 
ii) Culture, Politics and Society in Latin America.  

 

Admissions 

-Students will be admitted once a year in the Fall (to ensure that they take LAS 501, described 
below).    

-Incoming students must be proficient in Spanish (demonstrated by having passed at least two 
upper level Spanish courses as undergraduates in the case of non-Native speakers).  

-The M.A. Program Steering Committee will receive applications and make decisions on 
admission based on the general guidelines of Graduate School.   
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-Applicants will submit a copy of their transcripts, a completed application form (including 
statement of purpose), a writing sample, and three letters of recommendation.    

-Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA or alternatively satisfactory GRE scores.   

-If there are more applications than available slots, the following criteria will be used to 
determine admission:  strength of statement of purpose, strength of letters of recommendation, 
grades, language skills. 

-Foreign students admitted to the program will need to take the TOEFL or equivalent exam (the 
language requirement may be fulfilled during the first semester of study). 

 

Outcomes Assessment 

Outcomes assessment to be based on the thesis or internship report produced by the student at the 
conclusion of the program.    

1. Interdisciplinary knowledge: The student will be expected to frame her/his research in 
relation to at least two disciplines (for example, a student would be expected to be able to 
explain the significance of the research project in terms of disciplines x and y).    

2. Advanced skills in research, writing, and analytical thinking. 
3. Language skills  - graduating students would be able to communicate with people in 

Latin America at a high level either orally or in written form 
4. Knowledge of geography and environment of the region they are studying. 
5. Ability to relate their topic to broader global issues studied in the course selected from 

the category “Global Emphasis” 

The measurement of each of these will occur at a final oral examination made up of a committee 
that includes faculty from these disciplines.   This faculty will complete outcomes assessment 
form to rank the students abilities in each of these skills. 

The advisor would be guided by these criteria as (s)he helps each student define a program of 
study.  
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2. Course Requirements 

Thesis, internship or special research program  6 credits 

Core seminar for all students (LAS 501)  3 credits 

Three core courses  

(Anthropology 511, Government 571, History 544  

or equivalents approved by the advisor)  9 credits 

1 courses outside Latin America/Border  3 credits 

1 advanced Spanish language course   3 credits 

1 Portuguese language course    1 credit 

3 electives from chosen concentration  9 credits 

1 elective outside chosen concentration  3 credits 

(Students may take up to 3 credits in Directed Readings, Independent Studies, Service Learning, 
Practicum, etc.) 

TOTAL      37 credits 

Note: Approved courses from UTEP, UNM and other partner universities will be accepted, as 
well as appropriate transfer credits 

Note: student credit hours will be attributed to the departments offering those courses 

 

3. The Advisor 

To ensure both coherence and a truly interdisciplinary program of study the program’s academic 
advisor will play a central and ongoing role in the student’s choice of course offerings and thesis 
topic.   The advisor will help the student to develop a program of study at the outset, and will 
need to approve the student’s choice of courses every semester. The advisor will also help the 
students assemble their thesis committees or find an internship opportunity for students pursuing 
the non-thesis option.   If courses have a prerequisite, the advisor will assist the students in 
selecting classes for which they have the necessary foundation. 
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4. The Interdisciplinary Core Seminar in Latin American and Border Studies: LAS 501 

The main pillar of this program will be an interdisciplinary team-taught introductory seminar to 
be taken by all incoming students (both thesis track and internship) in the Fall semester.   This 
seminar will expose students in their first semester to a variety of disciplinary approaches and 
methodologies by drawing on the expertise of NMSU’s existing faculty on Latin America and 
the U.S.-Mexico Border in the following departments:  agriculture, anthropology, archeology, 
art, criminal justice, economics, education, environmental science, geography, government, 
history, languages and linguistics, sociology, public health, nursing, social work, and women’s 
studies. 

For students in the humanities and social sciences, the core seminar will provide an introduction 
to the various disciplinary methodologies that will allow them to begin developing a thesis 
project in a discipline of their choice.   For students in fields involving applied studies, the 
seminar will provide a strong basis of knowledge that will familiarize these students with Latin 
American culture. 

The seminar will be team-taught with a different lead teacher every year.   The lead teacher will 
be responsible for the overall thematic focus.  Latin Americanist faculty will serve as guest 
lecturers in the core seminar to introduce students to their research and fundamentals of their 
discipline. We will create a new prefix LAS for this seminar, which will be cross-listed with 
different departments.   This core seminar will be taught in the Fall of each year, and will rotate 
among the graduate faculty in Latin American Studies.   The new course prefix will open the 
possibility for the creation of new interdisciplinary Latin American and Border Studies courses 
as the program develops. 

By the end of the core seminar, students will be expected to identify a potential thesis topic and 
to complete a program of study with the help of the advisor. 
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5. The  Concentrations 

a) Environment and Development on the U.S. –Mexico Border 

An emphasis on environment and development on the U.S. Mexico border, with a special 
emphasis in the region of the El Paso del Norte Border, broadly defined as encompassing 
Southern New Mexico, Northern Chihuahua, and Southern West Texas.  Students in this Sub-
Field will apply the broad themes and topics studied in the core seminar and course offerings to 
practical problem-solving on the border and to the study of the development of the border region. 

   

b) Culture Politics and Society in Latin America  

Description 

Students will study the culture, politics and society of Latin America.  With the help of the 
Center’s academic adviser, students will select a theme(s) and pursue it (them) from multiple 
disciplinary perspectives.  Students pursuing a non-thesis option will also be encouraged to 
cluster their courses around a limited number of themes.  

 

6. Global Emphasis 

One of the unique aspects of the program will be the fact that students will carry out an areas 
studies program with a global perspective.   Students from each of the sub-fields will be required 
to take 3 credits from the following courses that examine themes important to Latin America and 
the Border, from a global perspective.    While these courses may have some Latin American and 
Border content they will primarily be intended to place central themes in area-studies into a 
global context.   (For example, a student interested in studying terrorism in Latin America would 
be encouraged to take CJ482 Transnational Terrorism). 
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7. Existing Courses at NMSU to satisfy coursework for the M.A.’s two subfields: 

Note: Some PhD level courses are listed with an *.   M.A. students would need permission from 
the instructor to include these in their program of study. 

 

a) Courses in Environment and Development on the U.S. –Mexico Border 

Animal and Range Science 

Ansc 471 International Range Livestock Management 

Ansc 511 New Mexico Dairy Production and Processing (sul), 2 cr 

Anthropology 

Anth 510 Southwestern Archaeology 

Anth 516 Adv. Archaeology of the American Southwest 

 

Agricultural Economics and Economics 

AEEC 575  Advanced Water Resources Management and Policy 

 

Agricultural Extension 

Axed 565 New Mexico Water Issues 

Criminal Justice 

CJ 451 Border Violence and Justice 

Geography 

Geog 461 US-Mexico Border Development 

Government 

Govt 517 Special Topics in Government: Social Justice on the Border 

Govt 578 US-Mexico Border Politics 
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Masters in Public Health 

MPH 569 US-Mexico Border Health Issues 

History 

Hist 511 Making the American West 

Hist 512 American Southwest to 1900 

Hist 518 From Wild West to Atomic West 

Hist 558 History of the US-Mexico Border 

Hist 581 Time Traveling Through New Mexico’s Past 

Hist 590 Reading Seminar: Border, Boundaries and Frontiers 

Masters in Social Work 

MSW 563 Social Work Practice with Hispanic Families 

MSW 564 Social Work with American Indian Communities 

Nursing 

Nurs 544 Cross-Cultural Approaches to Border/Rural Community Mental Health 

*Nurs 630 Issues in Studying Health of Culturally Diverse and Border Populations 

Sociology 

Soc 579 Adv Sociological Perspectives on US-Mexico Border 

Spanish 

Span 493 Adv Study in US and Borderlands Spanish 

Span 552 Adv Study of the Cultures of the Camino Real/Paso del Norte 

Span 569 Adv Study in Literatura de la Frontera 

Span 593 Adv Study in Southwest Spanish 

Women’s Studies 

WS 554 Adv Issues in Women Crossing Borders 

WS 568 Adv Issues in History of Women in the American West (same as Hist 562) 
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b) Courses in Culture, Politics and Society in Latin America  

 

Anthropology 

Anth 511 Mesoamerican Anthropology 

Anth 516 Advanced Archeology of the American Southwest 

Anth 517 Advanced Topics in Mesoamerican Archeology 

Anth 526 Conquest of the New World 

Anth 532 Advanced Issues in the Anthropology of Religion 

Anth 533 Advanced Issues in Women, Gender and Culture 

Anth 536 Anthropology of Development 

Anth 538 Plants, Culture and Sustainable Development 

Anth 539 Culture and Foodways 

Anth 559 Peru: From Incas to Inca Cola 

Anth 587 Field Work in Latin America 

Art 

Art 510 Advanced Native American Art 

Art 520 Art and Architecture in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica 

Art 521 Pre-Columbian Art and Architecture of the Andes 

Art 533 Baroque Art and Architecture in Italy, Spain and Hispanic Latin America 

Government 

Govt 468 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists in Modern Latin America (same as HIST 331) 

Govt 565 Peru: from Incas to Inca Kola (same as ANTH 459 and HIST 559) 

Govt 571 Seminar in Latin American Politics 

Govt 579 Seminar in Mexican Politics 
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History 

Hist 331 Rebels, Guerrillas and Terrorists in Modern Latin America (same as Govt 468) 

Hist 517 US Immigration from the Caribbean since 1868 

Hist 544 Special Topics in Latin American History 

Hist 550 US-Latin American Relations 

Hist 551 Colonial Mexico 

Hist 552 National Mexico 

Hist 553 Cuba: Colony to Castro 

Hist 554 Central America 

Hist 555 Brazil 

Hist 556 Argentina 

Hist 557 The Mexican Revolution 

Hist 559 Peru: From Incas to Inca Cola (same as Anth 559 and Govt 565) 

Hist 570 The Cold War in Latin America 

Sociology 

Soc 470 Sociology of Latinos/as in the United States 

Languages and Linguistics 

Port 451 Special Topics in Luso-Brazilian Studies 

Port 453 Independent Luso-Brazilian Studies 

Span 450 Mexican Cultures 

Span 451 Hispanic Cultures 

Span 512 Twentieth Century Spanish-American Poetry 

Span 521 Advanced Cuban Literature 

Span 528 Advanced Hispanic Literature of the United States 

Span 546 Advanced Poesía Modernista 
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Span 547 Advanced Hispanic Film 

Span 548 Advanced US-Hispanic Film 

Span 551 Advanced Study in Hispanic Cultures 

Span 555 Advanced Study in Spanish-American Literature from pre-Hispanic to the 18th Century 

Span 556 Advanced 19-Century Spanish-American Literature 

Span 563 Advanced Study in Mexican Literature 

Span 564 Advanced Caribbean Literature in Spanish 

Span 566 Advanced Study in Twentieth-Century Spanish-American Novel 

Span 567 Advanced Study in Chicano Literature 

Span 581 Advanced Prosa Modernista 

Span 583 Advanced Study in Spanish-American Women Writers 

Span 586 Advanced Study in Twentieth-Century Spanish-American Essay 

Span 587 Advanced Study in Twentieth-Century Spanish-American Short Story 

Span 588 Advanced Study in Spanish-American Theater of the Twentieth Century 

Span 589 Spanish Sociolinguistics 

Span 590 Special Topics 

Span 591 Advanced Study in History of the Spanish Language 

Span 597 Spanish for Native Speakers: Advanced Teaching Strategies 

 

Women’s Studies 

WS 483 Spanish-American Women Writers 

WS 583 Spanish-American Women Writers (same as Span 583) 
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Courses to satisfy the Global Emphasis requirement 

 

Art 

Art 542 Twentieth-Century Art I, 1900-1945 

Art 543 Twentieth-Century Art II, 1945-present 

Communication Studies 

Comm 475 International Communication 

Criminal Justice 

CJ 482 Transnational Terrorism 

CJ 540 World Criminal Justice Systems 

CJ 582 Advanced International Terrorism 

Bilingual Education 

BIL 545 Bilingual-Multicultural Schooling and Community Relations 

BIL 570 Directed Study in Bilingual Education III 

Economics 

Econ 581 International Economics 

Government 

Govt 469 Globalization (same as SOC 489) 

Govt 470 Special Topics in Comparative Politics 

Govt 555 Intergovernmental Relations 

Govt 560 Seminar in International Relations Theory 

Govt 563 Issues in International Relations 

Govt 567 Terrorism and Political Violence 

Govt 569 Advanced Issues in Globalization (same as SOC 589) 

Govt 573 Resistance Movements in World Politics 
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Govt 574 Contemporary Comparative Studies 

Govt 575 Issues in Comparative Politics 

Govt 596 International Law 

Govt 597 International Organizations 

International Business 

IB 450G International Economics (same as Econ 450G) 

IB 458 Comparative International Management (same as MGT 458) 

IB 475 International Finance (same as Fin 475) 

IB 489 Senior Seminar in International Business 

IB 581 Economics for International Business 

IB 582 International Issues in Marketing and Logistics 

IB 583 Issues in International Management 

IB 584 Issues in International Finance and Accounting 

IB 585 Current Topics in International Business 

Languages and Linguistics 

Fren 451 Special Topics in French: Borders and Frontiers 

Management 

Mgt 588 Comparative International Management 

Agricultural Economics and Economics 

AEEC 520 International Agricultural Trade Theory and Policy 

AEEC 521 Comparative Economic Systems 

AEEC 528 Economic Development 

Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management 

HRTM 507 Hospitality and Tourism Management 
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Masters in Public Health 

MPH 565 International Health Problems 

MPH 566 International Health Practicum, 1-3 cr 

Sociology 

SOC 458G Comparative Global Family Systems 

SOC 465/565 Environmental Sociology 

SOC 489 Globalization 

SOC 578 Advanced Sociology of Development and the World System 

SOC 589 Advanced Issues in Globalization 
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G. APPENDICES 

Appendix A:   Listing of Latin American Studies Programs in the U.S.A with a Master of Arts 
Degree 

Appendix B:    Peer Institutions with Latin American Studies Programs, 2008. 
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Appendix D:  Letters of Support  
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Appendix A:  Listing of Latin American Studies Programs in the United States with a Masters of Arts 

University of Alabama ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

American University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Arizona State University – Certificate in Latin American Studies 

University of Arizona ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Baylor University – Graduate Minor in Latin American Studies 

University of California, Berkeley – Ph.d in Latin American Studies 

University of California, Los Angeles ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of California, San Diego ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of California, Santa Barbara ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Catholic University of America – MA and Ph.d concentrations in Latin American Music 

University of Chicago ‐ MA in Latin American Studies and joint MA/MBA 

University of Connecticut ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Cornell University – Graduate Minor in Latin American Studies 

Florida International University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of Florida ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Georgetown University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

George Washington University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Harvard University – Ph.d certificate in Latin American Studies 

University of Illinois in Urbana‐Champaign ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of Illinois at Chicago – MA concentration in Latin American Studies 

Indiana University – MA in Latin American Studies 

Johns Hopkins University – MA and Ph.d in Latin American Studies 

University of Kansas ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of Miami ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 



Appendix B:    Peer Institutions with Latin American Studies Programs, 2008 

University of Arizona – Tucson   YES 
University of Arkansas – Fayetteville 
Colorado State University – Fort Collins 
Iowa State University – Ames 
Kansas State University – Manhattan 
Louisiana State University – Baton Rouge 
University of Missouri – Columbia 
University of New Mexico-Albuquerque  YES 
Oklahoma State University – Stillwater 
Oregon State University – Corvallis 
Clemson University – Clemson, South Carolina 
University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
Texas A & M University – College Station 
University of Texas at El Paso   YES 
Utah State University – Logan 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University – Blacksburg 
Washington State University – Pullman 
University of Wyoming – Laramie 
 

 



University of New Mexico ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

New Mexico State University – Graduate Minor in Latin American Studies 

New York University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

University of North Carolina ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Ohio State University – Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies 

University of Pittsburgh ‐ Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies 

San Diego State University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

Stanford University ‐ MA in Latin American Studies 

SUNY, Albany ‐ MA and Ph.d in Latin American Studies 

SUNY, Binghamton ‐ Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies 

University of Texas at Austin – MA and Ph.d in Latin American Studies 

University of Texas at El Paso – MA in Latin American and Border Studies 

Tulane University – MA and Ph.d in Latin American Studies 

Vanderbilt University – MA  in Latin American Studies 

University of Wisconsin, Madison – MA in Latin American Studies 

Yale University – Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies 
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Appendix C: Memo from Planning Committee for Proposed MA Degree 
 
 
To: Curriculum Committee, College of Arts and Sciences 
From: Drs. Neil Harvey and Iñigo García-Bryce 
Re: MA in Latin American and Border Studies 
Date: January 20, 2009 
 
Dear Members of the Curriculum Committee, 
 
Thank you for reviewing our proposal to create the MA in Latin American and Border 
Studies at NMSU. We have submitted the proposal together with a set of appendices, 
including letters of support from within the university and from the wider community. 
We believe that our unique location and existing faculty and resources provide the 
necessary foundation for creating a degree that will be attractive to many students. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions about this proposal, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Neil Harvey     Dr. Iñigo García-Bryce 
Director      Chair, MA proposal committee 
Center for Latin American and Border Studies igarciab@nmsu.edu 
646-6816 
nharvey@nmsu.edu 
 

























































Institution: New Mexico State University, Center for Latin American and Border Studies 
Proposed Program: MA in Latin American and Border Studies 
 

Projected Graduate Program Cost Estimates and Resources 
 

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

 Existing New Existing New Existing New 
Projected 
University I&G or 
Tuition 

50,000   55,000  60,000 

External Grants 
and Contracts 

20,000   30,000  40,000 

Other       
TOTAL REVENUE 70,000 80,000 100,000 
ESTIMATED 
EXPENSES 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

 Existing New Existing New Existing New 
Salaries and/or 
benefits (Faculty & 
Staff) 

42,500   43,000  43,500 

Learning 
Resources 

12,000   12,500  13,000 

Equipment       
Facilities & 
modifications 

      

Other       
TOTAL 
EXPENSES 

54,500 55,500 56,500 

DIFFERENCE 
(Rev.-Exp.) 

15,500 24,500 43,500 

ESTIMATED 
IMPACT OF NEW 
PROGRAM 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

FTE Enrollment 10 22 27 
Projected Annual 
Credits Generated 

180 396 486 

Tuition Generated $99,286 $218,429 $268,072 
 
 


